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about wanting to invest in giving the 
skills to American workers that they 
need to either stay employed or get the 
kind of skilled jobs that are available 
in our economy, that pay well. 

There are a number of bills, I will tell 
the majority leader, in the Make It In 
America agenda that I would love to 
work with the majority leader on that 
deal exactly with that. I have a bill 
myself—actually, I think somebody 
else introduced it—called the Jobs bill, 
which is job opportunities between our 
shores, which is exactly on point of 
dealing with advanced manufacturers, 
community colleges, and other organi-
zations in cooperation with work in-
vestment boards to identify what skills 
are needed, to invest in training. 

The gentleman is correct, we all 
want to do that, and we certainly 
ought to be able to work towards that. 
He is incorrect in that the President 
has not only not focused on that, he 
has worked on that. The Secretary of 
Labor, Tom Perez, has worked on it; 
Penny Pritzker, the Secretary of Com-
merce, is very committed to that end; 
as is Arne Duncan, the Secretary of 
Education, and they have all talked 
about that. So let us work on it. 

What the gentleman talked about, he 
cares a lot about, and I think he does. 
Mr. Speaker, I absolutely take him at 
his word. He cares about those people 
who have—through no fault of their 
own—lost their job, work wasn’t avail-
able, they downsized, whatever, they 
lost their job. 

He said he is concerned about those 
people, as he should be, as I am, as we 
all are. But one of the real tragedies is, 
particularly with those folks who are 
45 or 50 and above, once they have lost 
a job, they have a terrible time in this 
economy finding a job. There are three 
people looking for every one job that is 
available. And a lot of those people, as 
the gentleman has observed, don’t have 
the skills. 

So the issue is not just about giving 
them skills; it is, in the interim, do we 
let them and their families fall through 
the cracks, fall through a safety net, 
fall out of the insurance that they paid 
into, their employer paid into, in the 
event they lost their job they would 
not lose the ability to support them-
selves to put some food on their table? 
That is why we are so adamant that 
unemployment insurance be extended. 

Mr. Speaker, as I said, it has been ex-
tended under every administration 
when the facts were as they are today— 
Republican administration, Demo-
cratic administration—for the reasons 
that the majority leader pointed out. 
We care about those people. We are 
worried about those people. So I would 
hope that that would be on the floor. 

On the SGR, let me close by sug-
gesting that there is, as the gentleman 
knows, an Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations account. The CBO scores that 
significantly. 

The good news is that we are not 
spending as much money as we were. 
We spent over a trillion dollars in the 

last decade in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
Better to spend that money in this in-
stance here at home. I would suggest, 
respectfully, that that is one alter-
native to doing what the gentleman 
says we all want to do, and that is fix 
the sustainable growth rate on a per-
manent basis so that doctors and Medi-
care patients are not worried about 
whether their medical services are 
going to be available to them. I would 
hope we would look at that alternative, 
and I would be glad to discuss with the 
majority leader other alternatives as 
well. 

Unless the majority leader has any-
thing further to say, thank you, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT FROM THURSDAY, 
FEBRUARY 6, 2014, TO MONDAY, 
FEBRUARY 10, 2014 

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet on Monday next, when it shall 
convene at noon for morning-hour de-
bate and 2 p.m. for legislative business. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. RICE 
of South Carolina). Is there objection 
to the request of the gentleman from 
Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE 

(Mr. SHUSTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, for 
more than 5 years, the Obama adminis-
tration has played politics with the 
Keystone XL pipeline, a project that is 
essential to reducing our dependence 
on foreign oil and creating jobs. 

Progress has been blocked at every 
turn by the President more concerned 
with his popularity with environ-
mental extremists than supplying our 
Nation with OPEC-free energy. 

House Republicans have joined with 
members of the labor movement to 
move this project forward. Just last 
year, I worked through my committee 
to advance H.R. 3 to approve the Key-
stone pipeline with Congressman LEE 
TERRY. The House passed the bill back 
in May of 2003, but once again we were 
ignored by the Senate and the Presi-
dent. 

The State Department just released 
its final Environmental Impact State-
ment, which estimates that Keystone 
XL will produce 42,000 jobs and will be 
safe. 

President Obama often talks about 
wanting to create jobs, improving our 
economy, and strengthening our en-
ergy independence. He claims to sup-
port an all-of-the-above energy strat-
egy. But with his stopping the Key-
stone pipeline and his war on coal, we 
are losing jobs, we are not strength-
ening the economy, and we are decreas-
ing our ability to become energy inde-
pendent. 

Mr. President, stop dragging your 
feet and approve the Keystone pipeline. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair. 

f 

SERGEANT BRIAN LALOU 
(Mr. MEEHAN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise on 
behalf of the family of Sergeant Brian 
LaLou from Chester County, Pennsyl-
vania. Tragically, in the summer of 
2012, Sergeant LaLou took his own life 
while he was at his duty station at the 
U.S. Embassy in Greece. What hap-
pened next was unconscionable. 

During the course of an autopsy per-
formed by Greek authorities, his heart 
was removed and not returned to his 
body before it was sent home to his 
family for a proper burial. When the 
Greek Government finally sent the 
family a heart, it was not their son’s. 
The DNA testing revealed that it be-
longed to someone else. 

Mr. Speaker, I wrote to the Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps in De-
cember seeking answers for this young 
man’s family. The response from the 
Pentagon so far has been silence. 

The LaLou family deserves answers. 
They deserve peace of mind. It is time 
for the Greek authorities and the Pen-
tagon to tell Sergeant LaLou’s parents 
what happened to their son’s heart, be-
cause we know what happened to his 
family’s. 

f 

KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE 
(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, if I 
told you we could create tens of thou-
sands of truly shovel-ready jobs, in-
crease the prospects of American en-
ergy independence, and avoid undue en-
vironmental harm, how long would it 
take you to sign on the dotted line? 
For the President, it would take over 5 
years. That is how long the application 
for the Keystone XL pipeline has been 
languishing on his desk. 

In his State of the Union address, the 
President talked about the need to 
grow jobs and pursue an all-of-the- 
above energy strategy, yet he has 
failed to take action on a project that 
does just that. Even after the release of 
a report from his own State Depart-
ment last week clearly stating there 
would be little to no negative effect en-
vironmentally, the President still will 
not take the lead. 

This project has support from Mem-
bers of both parties, as well as the sup-
port of both business groups and labor 
groups. 

The President said he has a pen. Now 
is the time to use it. Approve the Key-
stone XL pipeline, get Americans to 
work, and truly support a plan for an 
all-of-the-above energy strategy that 
sends a message to the rest of the 
world. 
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